A high classification of scientific journals in the ranking of international transfer of knowledge is reflected by other researchers' citations. The International Journal of Occupational Medicine and Environmental Health (IJOMEH) is an international professional quarterly focused on such areas as occupational medicine, toxicology and environmental health edited in Poland. IJOMEH, published in English, is indexed in numerous world information services (MEDLINE, EMBASE, EBSCO, SCOPUS). This paper presents the contribution of IJOMEH publications to the world circulation of scientific information based on the citation analysis. The analysis, grounded on the SCOPUS database, assessed the frequency of citations in the years 1996-2005. Journals in which they have been cited were retrieved and their list is also included. were thoroughly analyzed. The analysis covered all papers published in 1996-2005 and documented in the database. Citations were traced following the references attached to each abstract.
The database, available since 2004, embraces numerous branches of extensive knowledge [1] . It contains 27 million records and 230 million references from over 14 thousand journals. About 60% of periodicals originate from other countries than the United States, so that European journals are also given an opportunity to be included in the circulation of information. The SCOPUS database facilitates the navigation around the world of scientific publications with abstracts being attached since 1966. An analysis of citations could have been made from 1996 [2] .
RESULTS
In 1996-2005, all 444 (100%) articles, including editorials, original papers, review papers and bibliographic reviews, published in IJOMEH, were documented in the SCOPUS database ( Table 1 ). The number of citations from retrieved articles accounted for 985, with mean rate (the number of citations per one publication calculated as the Cyt/Pub ratio) of 2.22. The 1998 publications were cited most frequently, mean rate of 4.88 ( Fig. 1 ). This high rate was due to 35 citations of one article and over dozen citations of several other articles ( Table 2 , Fig. 2 ). The 1997 articles were also repeatedly cited with rate of 4.02. It will be feasible to sum up citations of 2004-2005 only after a longer time interval in view of the publishing cycle, rate of information dissemination and time needed for data updating. The distribution of citations from a given annual volume in the years under study was also analyzed ( Table 2 ). The obtained data show a diminishing time-lag between publication and citation of an article. From 2001, first citations have appeared already in the year, in which papers were published, and following the example of the 9/1996 volume, they are still cited after nine years (12 citations in 2005) . The interest in a given article mostly arouses 2-6 years after its publication. Over the recent years, a general increase in the number of citations has undoubtedly occurred due to easier and expanded access to databases and information services. However, the role of IT should not be overestimated as it is only an auxiliary tool in retrieval of a desired publication. As a matter of fact, the subject itself and innovatory ideas presented in the papers are a decisive factor that evokes interest in it, and using various numerical indicators one should bear in mind that those are of only secondary importance [3] . It was also checked, which of IJOMEH articles were cited most frequently. The analysis of frequency of papers citations in the years under study is summarized in Table 3 . The utmost interest was evoked by one paper published in 1998 expressed by 35 citations. This was followed by one of 1996 -25 citations and one of 1999 -19 citations. Papers cited more than 10 times are listed in Table 4 . 
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DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS
The presented analysis allowed for assessing the contribution of the international professional quarterly edited in Poland to the progress of world science. Owing to the access to the SCOPUS database that recorded all IJOMEH papers published in 1996-2005, it is possible to retrieve papers, which have proved to exert the strongest impact. Despite the fact that of 444 analyzed articles, 199 have not been cited (Table 3) , it should be taken into account that publications most frequently cited are original papers addressing topics in line with the main current of the journal. The 444 documented papers also include editorials or bibliographic reviews, which are quite naturally not cited. The 26 papers, which have been most frequently cited concern such areas as toxicology, including harmful effects of chemical and physical factors on human health, environmental hazards, occupational exposure and related issues, or epidemiological studies. Their authors come from various research centers in different parts of the world (Poland, USA, Great Britain, Sweden, Netherlands, Germany, Italy). A large proportion of them has a small number of the author self-citations (of 382 citations, 53 self-citations). The majority of papers have been cited in foreign journals (of 382 citations, 354 were found in foreign journals). Table 5 gives the titles of journals, in which IJOMEH articles have been cited most frequently. These are major medical periodicals of the toxicological profile with granted impact factor (IF) [4] . As depicted by the analysis, the results of research studies published in IJOMEH are disseminated throughout the world via biomedical journals classified high in the ranking. The International Journal of Occupational Medicine and Environmental Health has not yet been granted IF, but since 2005 it has been indexed in the databases of BIOSIS PREVIEWS and BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS issued by the Institute for Scientific Information (ISI), at present known as Thomson Scientific, and thus it is now placed on the Master Journal List (the list of journals recorded in the ISI databases) [5] . The review of the most frequently cited articles shows a growing interest in topics discussed in IOMEH, especially after 2000. The list of journals, in which IJOMEH papers are cited confirms a significant share of works devoted to Frequency of citations   0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 25 35 Publ.   1996 15  8  4  2  3  2  0  2  0  1  0  2  0  1  0  0  0  0  0  0  1  0  41   1997 14  6  5  2  2  1  0  4  2  3  1  1  1  1  1  1  0  0  0  0  0  0  45   1998  6  6  4  2  3  3  2  0  1  1 
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